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ke beard to pass himeelfoffasan
In fact. he has sccomplished more
gncrhaps any single mndividual in bridg-
;e the gap between the saentific skeptics,
sehzious fundamentalisis and New Age

sscudomystics who dominate the study of

sear-death experiences. By analvzing the
memones of children who have survived re-
snacitiation at the paint of death, Morse has
tried to e the scientific method to suthen-
ticate a phenomenon that most zcientists
dismiss as nothingmore then kallucinations
or chemical blips in the brain, “He's 2 big-
picture visionary,” save De. Bruce Greyson,
the Carlson Professor of Peychuatry at the
University of Virginiz.

Morse's achievements have come at a
price. Opponents have questioned his fie-
7235 tn practice medicine, funders have cur-
tziled his research. and his medical partners
once asked him to leave their practice, But
Morse remains fascinated by the results
that be and other researchers have ab-
tained, especially from the very voung, “The
adult near-death expericnce is chuttered by
cultural references and contammnated by the
need far validarion,™ he says. “But in kids,
it's pure. Kids don't repress the memory or
tear the ridicule thar mght come from talk-
ing about it. They give you what they re-
metnber: nothing more, nothing less.”

Jessie Lott was only nine when her heart
stopped, She later told Morse that she had
seen her dead grandmother. Now twenty-
four. Lott hasn't forgotten 4 single detail of
that encounter, including what it felt Iike. T
was never more ahve thanwhen | was
dead " she says, “1 still feel chas way,
and I refuse to be ashamed of ie.”

More people would fee! that way,
says Morse, "if they understaod
that, unlike scientists, science itself
actmally supports the reality of near-
death experiences ”

N THE SPRING OF 1081,
Morse was twenty-eight and
working as a pediatric resident
with a research fellowship
funded by the National Cancer
Institure, His academic credzn-
tials—including a medical degree
from George Washington Univer-
sity —had not prepared him for a ten-
yeas-0ld girl who came to him from the
bottam of 3 swimming pool. Pretty,
blond Crystal Merslock srrived at the
hospital in her hometown of Poca-

Marse tuped the gir's unblinking eves shut
and parmitted her Maormon tamily to form
a "circle of prayer” around the bed where
she lay. “We knew there was little else we
could da ar that pomt,” he says.,

Morse was amazed when Crystal sur-
vived, emerging from her coma a week later
with ull brain function, But his worldview
was profonndly altered by the ﬁrst d\mg she
said when she saw him. "Look,” Crysuul 1okl
ber mother. “There’s the doctor that the tall,
thin doctor wold, Thenk God vou're herel’ ™
Maorse figured that samebody had told her

to Jesus, Crystul drew = picture of what
che saw there, including what lookcd like
an infant with a hig red dot on its chest

“She sald that wus ker baby brother and
that she had met him when Jesus let her see
the furure,” says Morse. “Her mother was
pregnant at the time Crystal said she had
understood that her baby brother was going
to be born with some sort of problem and
that her matherwas gaing to need her help
in taking care of him.”

Severul months later, Crystal’s mother
gave hirth mo a son with an enlarged heart.

tello, klaho, in a coma afrer spending
at [east twenty minutes underwater. Bill
Longhurse, the lanky physician who re-
ceived Crysral 1n the emergency room,
quickly summoned Moree, the anly doctor
at the hospital who had performed a signif-
icant number of resuscitations, “Thank
God you're here!" Longhurst said when
Morze rushed in,

Cryzral's pupils were fixed und dilaced,
Morse recalls, and she had no grgreflex. A
CAT scan showed mussive awelling of her
brain. A machine was doing her breathing,
and her blood pH wus cxtremely acidotic,
a clearindication of imminen: deach,

what happezned, But then Crystal added.
“He put the tube up my nose.”

That riveted him. “T was trained to
nasally intubate down in San Franciaco, but
in the Narthwest nobody does thae. They
orally intubate. just like you see on TV So |
thought, ‘How does she know thar?

Crystal described with astomishing acou-
ricy the emergency room, which she had
never seen. “She had the right equipment.
the right number of people—everythingwas
just as it had been that day,” says Matse.
She also told Morse that she met & woman
who took her to heaven and introduced her

Dr. Morse and a patient. At loft: A drawing by
Crystal Merzlack. who said she retumed from
heaven to help her unborm brother

Suddenly, the rezearch that Morse had
heen performmy for the Nanional Cancer Tn-
stitute seemed “quite boring " He persusded
the institute 1o consider funding & study of
near-death expenences in children. Thenhe
heard .nbuul aclinical sacial warker i Seat-
tle who hid been interviewing resuscitated
patients. Morse decided to seel her out

"One duy thisyoung pup of a doctor came
Into my office. imtroduced himselfaz Mehin
Morse and bricfly expluned what he had
in mind,” says Kimberly Clark Sharp. *T
thought, Where did you come fram? He
was obviougly veryvhright, though | realized
right away thut wemight mike a good team.”

Sharp owed her own fascmation with the
visions of dying patients to 2 middle-aged
Mexican migrant worker named Mare In
Aptil 1077, doctors resuscitated Miris aftes
she went.into cardizc arrese When Sharp
was calledin to'see Maria later thar diy, 5
woman inaisted she had floated abowe the
room, witnessing her Own resEscitstion.
She then proceeded to describe what had
happened while she was unconscious with
haunting exactitude, down to the paper
fromn the EKG that had piled up on the floor.
But it was the tennis shoe that changed not
only Sharp's mind but also her life.

It was a biue men’s tennis shoe, 25 Muria
described it, well-worn, sceffed around the
little-toe aren, with one end of the lace
caught under the heel. She hud seen the

shoe 3t eye-level AE
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“She said that was her baby brother and
that she had met himwhen Jesus lot her see
the future.” says Morse. “Her mother was
oregnant at the time. Crysta) said she had
understood that her baby brother was gaing
to be born with some sort of problem and
that her mather wes going to need her help
in taking care of hin"

Severa] months latez, Crystal's mother
gave birth to a san with an enlarged heast,

Dt. Morse and a patient. At left: A drawing by
Crystal Merzlock, who said she returned from
haavento help her unborn brother.

Suddenly, the research that Morse had
been performing for the Natjonal Cancer In
stitute seemed “quite bonng " He persuaded
the institute to consider funding a study of
near-death experiences in children. Then he
heand about a clintzal social warker ;m Seat-
tle who had been interviewing resuscitated
patients. Morse decided to seck her out.

“Orse day this young pup of adocror came
Into my office, introduced himeelfas Melvin
Morse and bricfly expluined what he had
i mind," says Kimberly Clark Sharp. “T
thought, "Where did you came from? He
wasabvipuslyvery bricht. though, | realized
right away that we might make 5 good tzam.”

Sharp owed her own fascination warh the
visions of dying patients 1o & middle-aged
Mexician migrant worker named Mucia In
Apri 1977, doctors resuscitated Maria aftes
she went into cardiac arrest, When Sharp
was calléd in to'see Maria later that day, the
waman insisted she had flaated above the
room, witnessing her own resuscitation.
She then procesded to describe what had
happened while she was undonscions with
haunting exactitude; down to the paper
framthe EKG that had ped up on the floor.
But it was the tennis shoe that changed not
only Sharp’s mind but also her life.

It was a blue men's enmis shoe, as Mara
described it, well-worn, sceffed around the
lictle-toe area, with ane end of the lace
caught under the heel. She had seen the

ghoe at eye-level, Maria said, as she trav-
eled around the hospital while she was un-
canscious. She sported it—“literally eveball
to eyeles,” Sharp recalls - on a ledge three
or four ataries aboveground. Maria (naist-
ed thar sameane tind the shoe. “She was ab-
solutely adamant,” says Sharp, The social
warker went from room to room. [ust out-
sidz a third-floor window, far from Muria's
r00m, In A spot that could not have been
seen from anywhere outside the bulding,
Sharp found 4 blue men’ 1enais shoe with
one lace under-its heel.

“That was the clincher for me.” she says
“Iknew nnthing would ever be the same.”
The next morning. a parade of doctors
nurses and techumiciuns stopped by Maris's
reom to s2e the blue tenus shoe, which she
displayed on a table next to her hospital hed.
One after another reached out to touch the
shae, as if 1t were some sort of religious relic
“They all knew Maria had been Iying on beds
ind connected to mbes and wires sinee the
moment she arnved,” Sharp savs. "They
knew there was no physical way she could
have seen or known about that tenings shee ©

Sharp soon found herself compulsivel
mrerviewing other resuscitared patienss
ANl T knew:" ehe says, “was that same very
strange and scemingly spiritual things
seemed to happen to same people when they
were zshout to die.” By the nme Morse con-
tacted her, Sharp had formed s chapter ofthe
International Association fur Near-Death
Studies, the leading membership orgeniza-
tion for those who have experienced visions
Together, the pair began working on what
would hecome known as the Seattlz Study.

OREN AND SHARP
were entering & field of
study that had not ex
isted 3 decade earlier,
The first public consid-
eration of “near-death
experionces” came in
1975, when & medicil student named Rays
mend Moody published 3 book titled Lis
Afier Life. Based on his interviews of reaus.
citated patients, Moody described the com-
mon elements of a near~death expenence 4
sensation of sereniry
body; entrance into a durk tunned. & vison
of light, the appearance of miy memhers
who ofier bhelp, Thoush the scameific 30d
academic communitics dismissed it as
“snccdotal” Tife After Life sold more than
t3million copies in at least thasylanguages.
That same yesr. microprocessors began
being used 1o monutor the heartbeats of hos-
pizal patients. Doctors and nurses, who
the pasthad generally learned thar » patient’s
heart had stopped by discovering the 25
daver, were npw alerted inssantdy, Thenum-
ber of resuscitations exploded, and by the
mid-10805, national polls indicated thut tens
of thousands of Americans believed they
had experienced a separation of thewr minds
from their bodies at the point of death, [t
wasn't until Morse delivered the results of
tus Seaztle Study, however, that the medical
and scientific communities realized how
miny of these "emergency-room mystics," as

sepuration from the
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repared to be hailed for a major breakthrougt
was scorned as a turncoat to science. “People
me for not being a debunker,” he says.“l was sl

sne skeptic described them, were children.  that they are merely bud dreams or the sub-  lighted environment. ToMorse, it wasamus-  nily rejects Sis
The study focused on critically ill kids  conscious awareness of surgery,” He was  ing how many people embraced this idea:  don't e toalle
at Children’s Hospital in Seattle durmga  careful to avoid imputing anything meta-  Many of the children who have reported  penience. “Thers
fifteen-year period. Of twenty-six chil- physical to these experiences, instead de- passing througha runnel duringa near-death  tous 1o keep bm
dren who came close to dying, all but two  scribing them as “natural pevchological pro-  experiencewere barn by C-section, treated as2 resa
reported near-death experiences that cor-  cesses assoctated with dying.” “The so-called skeptice have actually  tive, then wems
selated with the descriptions provided by~ Prepared to be hailed for what he consid-  added very little to this field.” says Morse. 11" In one case.
Moody, But of 121 “cantrol patients” who  ered a major breakthrough in the studyofa  “Their lack of intellectual rigor is truly  Prowmeller hiad®
\were less ill but still needed tubes or venti-  fundamental human condition, Morse in-  shocking. They consistently make theirre-  apy for leukems
lators to revive them, not one reported & stead found himself senmed by a scientific sulrs fit their theory, which is the exact op-  death, Cory w
near-death experience. In other words, it community that saw him 2« a turncoat. Sci- posite of the scientific method.” place he said be
wasn't enough to simply be unconscious  entists dismissed his findings as "exagger-  Still, there are fow scientific studies that  land Ithed 2 =
26 have visions, “That wae our most im-  ated” and “emotional " Children's Hospital, Morse can citeto bolster hisown case. One,  castle Other &8
portant finding.” Morse says. “Only those whose administratars had lauded his re- by German psychiatrist Michael Schroter-  cer were there
‘who are acrually ncar death have near- — — — _ Cary suld he s

death experiences, which strongly sug- so he could due
gests that these are pat psychological or good, His doct
even simple physiological events.” died in his mos
Morse and his team also discovered that | “Were his+
near-death experiences Jid not fit neatly | don't know: T4
into the patterns cut by Moody but instead 1o know: Buz s
seemed to be slmost idiosynerane i nature. gave him trem
Faght-yeur-old Chris Eggleston, wha had ing him
ecn trapped inside his family's cor when it middle betywes
luneed into a river, recalled gomg into & considered m;
“huge noodis” 3nd entening an “animal tun- more spiritual
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